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TOTENKINDER 


CHAPTER Two oF WITCHES 


IF YOU'RE 
TIRED OF BEING 
COOPED UP IN A SMALL 
HOUSE FOR SEVERAL 


DAYS, MADDY, T 
SUGGEST YOU GO 
FOR A NICE LONG 
WALK. 
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I KNOW 
THAT TONE OF VOICE. 
I TAKE IT YOU'VE A PARTICULAR 
DESTINATION IN MIND 
; OR MEZ 


A SMALL I'M CURIOUS TO 

FAVOR FROM ONE VY cee WHERE OUR DEAR 

OF MY SWORN COLLEAGUE TOTENKINDER \F owing cue 
ALLIES. HAS BEEN KEEPING HERSELF 


HASN'T SOUGHT 
THESE PAST FEW DAYS OF 
CONSTANT RAIN, SHELTER HERE. 
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GROWING 
SUSPICIOUS? 
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OF COURSE 
NOT. SHE'S OUR 
LEADER. I'M MERELY 
CONCERNED. 


OF COURSE YOU 
ARE, OZMA. AVYONE 
CAN SEE THE CONCERN 


YOU START USING TERMS LIKE 
“ALLIES” YOU'VE GOTTEN YOURSELF 


ANY FOOL CAN Y HEY, WHO'YA 
GEE THERE'S A SHOW- TALKING 10? 


NEW FABLE CAT AT THE FARM? DID YOU FALL 
DOWN OUT OF THE SKY WHEN IT WAS 
RAINING CATS AND DOGS? DO 
YOU WANT TO PLAY? 


I KNOW! WE 
COULD PLAY DOGS AND 
CATS! T'LL BE THE DOG 
AND YOU BE THE CAT, 
OKAY? 


ANP I'VE NO INTENTION [ff you WANT 10 ASK 
OF GETTING BETWEEN J ME SOMETHING 
THE TWO OF YOU WHEN THAT WOULD BE 
ITHAPPENS. SOMETHING 
<< 


(YIP! YIP! 
YIP! WHERE 
ARE YOU, FRAU 
SCAT, TOTENKINDER? 

PUPPY! 
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Y SIMPLE 
LOCATOR CANTRIP 


NS 
UNBLEMISHED. 
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INTRIGUING. 
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KG WHAT COULD YOU BE 
y; by UP TO THAT YOU'D TAKE PAINS 2 
Hh TO MASK YOUR ACTIVITIES FROM gaara 
- 4, 


YOUR OWN KIND? 


Wiis TRY TO HIDE ies 


FROM ME AND ALL YOU DO IS 


\\l 


AND LOOK AT 
b/ THAT. MY STRONGER 
WORKING HAS FOUND 


ONCE CALLED y ay WHATEVER 
SYCORAX. y CAN YOU BE UP TO “Uus 
\e d yy IN THE DARKEST PART -MNaa! 
MORE TO eT! OF THE FOREST, aa 
b TOTENKINDER? 
 /_ ( 
f a 


THE POINT, I'M 


HOWL AND GROWL : 
THOUGH YOU MIGHT, THUNDER 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY WE V BECAUSE I AM N 
NEEDED TO MEET WAY OUT HERE, Y ABOUT TO INITIATE A 
FRAU TOTENKINDER. WHAT'S WRONG POWERFUL WORKING, 
WITH THE MA/N HOUSE, WITH AN KING COLE, AND EM- 
ACTUAL ROOF? BARK ON A GREAT 4 
m JOURNEY. 


THE WAY THEY 
ABSORB OUR 
. STORIES. 


FINE, SURE, > ‘ 
BUT,,.,UH--YOU " WHY WE NEED TO BE SO CERTAIN CORRECT YOUR 
DIDN'T ANSWER , DEEP IN--Y'KNOW--OUT IN THINGS REQUIRE VY miSuUNDERSTANDING. 
(4, THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE! THE BROODING ~—= WE DON'T NEED TO 
A MAN COULD GET LOST DARK OF A PLACE 4 BE OUT HERE. ONLY 
FOR MONTHS! UNKNOWN. I DO. GO Home, 


TM HERE IF ge el 


7 BECAUSE ALL i zs j} 
FAIRY TALES TAKE ; 

| PLACE IN THE WOODS, 
KING COLE, EVEN 


ON. W I'VE INDULGED YOUR 


6 
SPEAK YOUR INTRUSION ONLY BECAUSE 
YOU SEEMED SO DESPERATE 
TO TALK TO ME BEFORE I 
WENT INTO SECLUSION. 
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TERRIBLE D/SASTER, 
FRAU TOTENKINDER! THE Je 
IMMINENT DESTRUCTION A 
OFUS ALL! a 


WANTS US ALL DEAD-- 
OR WORSE. WHY ELSE 
DO YOU IMAGINE I'M 
LEAVING TO PREPARE 
FOR BATTLE? 


WE'RE FACING A~ f | THE DARK MAN 


POuLp yOu ; ’ N 74 TREASURE WAS IN THE 


{ A WOODLAND BUILDING 
e ABOUT? ip}, WHEN IT WAS 
~ ri DESTROYED. 


7 WE'RE FACING QM yes! Don'T ou Vi WE'VE GOT NNW DO YOU HAVE ANY /DEA 
Wy THE CONSIDERABLE UNDERSTAND? WE NOTHING LEFT HOW MUCH IT COSTS TO 
Ya PROBABILITY OF \A\ NEED IT! NOT FOR JAM fl WITH WHICH TO JM KEEP THE FARM GOING 
| HA ANNIHILATION AND JIS mySeLr, BUT-- fag PAY OUR-- FOR EVEN A SINGLE 
j YOU MOURN THE y : DAY? i 
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INTERRELATED. IF ITHOUT A | LI UNPAID, SO EVERYTHING BE PURCHASED, 
1\ WE CAN'T Buy SEED, ° CROP THE MUNDY GRINDS TO AHALT.. SO THE TRACTOR: 
=\ THEN THERE'S NO , ANIMALS DON'T GET AND THE COMBINES \ 
CROP. FED, AND SO THE fal 2 BECOME EXPENSIVE J 
FABLES, HUMAN AND | VQ LAWN ORNA- 
ANIMAL ALIKE, NOW 4 5 : MENTS. 
HAVE NO MEAT OR ke : 


VEGETABLES. j 
ha 


Cw VIN THE MEANTIME 
AND IT'S ALL THE POWER BILL GOES GAS CAN'T 2 
Ss 


Wa A 
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17” PROPERTY TAXES GO UNPAID, AND SOON AND THEN THE SPELLS 
7 ENOUGH ALL OF THOSE MUNDY CLERKS AND ‘ KEEPING THEM DISINTERESTED 
BUREAUCRATS, WHO'RE NORMALLY ENCHANTED : OVERLOAD AND WE'RE 
TO IGNORE US, NOW HAVE A REASON TO START ~ NGS EXPOSED. NAKED! 
» THINKING ABOUT THIS GAPING HOLE IN THE : 
MIDDLE OF THEIR TIDY STATEWIDE : IF WE CAN'T 
INCOME. \" START PAYING SOME “I K 
BILLS SOON, WE WON'T 
NEED THE DARK MAN TO J 
CAUSE THE RUIN OF 
US ALL. 
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TAKE A BREATH, ~ CONJURING GOLD FROM THIN Yael 
YOUR HONOR. YOU'VE “jh 
IT'S POSSIBLE, BUT ALWAYS oy 


COSTS MORE THAN IT ee 
YIELDS. 
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I'M NO GOLDEN 
GOOSE, AFTER ALL. 
TOO BAD TO LOSE SUCH 
A VALUABLE BIRD, 
HMM2 


BUT THESE 
ARE TIMES WHEN I 
MUST RISE TO DEFEND 
ALL THAT WE'VE BUILT-- 
OR AT LEAST WHAT'S 
LEFT OF IT. 


OH, AND BE A DEAR. 
TAKE THIS WITH YOU. IT'S 
A GIFT FOR OUR SHERIFF 

AND HIS LOVELY 
BRIDE. 


I'M FINALLY . 
DONE WITH IT. AT LONG 
LAST IT'S JUST RIGHT. AND 
THAT MEANS I'M FINALLY 
DONE WITH ALL KNITTING-- 
FOR THIS AGE AT 
LEAST. 


RUN ALONG NOW, YOUR 
HONOR. | MUST BE ABOUT MY 
PRIVATE BUSINESS, AND THERE 
ARE THINGS THAT YOU AND 
YOUR KIND SHOULD 
NEVER SEE. 


IN THE MEANTIME 
KING COLE. WALK I'LL FIND SOME WAY 
WITH CONFIDENCE, AS TO SOLVE OUR 
T'LL MAKE SURE YOU FINANCIAL TROUBLES, 
FIND YOUR WAY OR AT LEAST DELAY 
BACK. THEM FOR A TIME, 
BEFORE TURNING 
TO MY OTHER 
AFFAIRS. 


GO HOME, 


DON'T YOU 
AGREE? 


TAKE MIND 
OF WHAT YOu 
WITNESSED ON 
THE ROOFTOP 
YEARS AGO AND 
WISHED YOu 
HADN'T. 


~ wy, 


WHAT A LONG, 
TROUBLESOME DAY 
IT'S BEEN. 


WHAT COULD 
eo OUR NOBLE MAYOR BE 
THIS : UP TO, SO FAR OF ne 
CAN'T BODE ; BEATEN TRACK? 


WELL. 


TEACH Sena d HM ODDITIES 
THEM A THING (8 RDS AN APLENTY! 
OR TWO. “ey WONDERS! 


(> OZMA WAS d 
ALONE AT RIGHT. IT'S A TIME FOR 


LAST, WE BEGIN) END/NG. A TIME FOR 
OUR WORK. 


AFTER LONG 
AGES, I SPEAK ” HUNGER AND 
YOUR NAMES TO , JUDGMENT. 
YOU ONCE : 
MORE. 


AND 


T NAME YOU 
PATHFINDER, 
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AND 
FINALLY My 
MOST ANCIENT 
ITEM 


ONCE AGAIN YOU WILL 
CUT MY DESIRES INTO THE 
HIDDEN HEARTS OF EVERY 
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~~ T RECALL 
ANOTHER OF YOUR 


. FORMS, EVEN MORE 


ANCIENT. 
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AND FINALLY I 
RECALL YOUR OLDEST 


1 SHAPE--THE ALTAR STONE 


ON WHICH I FIRST 
SACRIFICED THE LIFE 
OF MY OWN CHILD. _ 

v 


AND I NAME 
YOU BY YOUR FIRST 
NAMES. 


FOR SO 
TERRIBLE AN 
ENGINE. 


AND NOW FROM THIS 

IT'S TIME TO WORLD OF SCANT, 
GO, MISERLY MAGIC. 
FIRST LET ME 
FOLLOW A TRAIL 

OF GOLDTOA 

WORLD THAT 

FINDS ITSELF 

\ OVERBURDENED 

x WITH IT. 4 
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TIME ONCE 
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TIME TO SAY 
GOODBYE TO LONG 
YEARS OF KNITTING 

AND SERVICE. 
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TO ReroR 7 THIS 
IMMEDIATELY! 
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TyYany pays aGo.., 


I'VE 
DEFEATED EVERY 
OTHER JINNI, IFRIT, 
AND BOTTLE DEMON, AND 
DINED ON THEIR GUTS 
AND SINEWS. 


CHEWED 
THEIR BONES 
AND SUCKED 

THE MARROW. 


_, 


AH, LITTLE WITCH, 

BUT THOUGH THEY WERE OF 
MY KIND, THEY WEREN'T THE SAME 
AS ME--A PURE AND TRUE DYJINN 
IN THE FULLNESS OF 


THEY RESEMBLED 


<j 
VE , NY | ME IN THE WAY A NEWBORN 
X é RESEMBLES THE GROWN MAN. \ 
a THE SAME, AFTER A FASHION, AND 


1, rime YET VASTLY DEFICIENT IN 
: Z Wh 5 ZZ STRENGTH AND CUNNING. 


TRY TO BATTLE AS LONG AS YOU DON'T 
ME AND YOU'LL FIND INTERFERE, I WON'T TRY TO 
YOURSELF EMBROILED IMPEDE YOU. I'VE MANY 
IN A FAR DEADL/ER REVENGES YET TO TAKE, AND 
CONTEST. | YOU AREN'T NUMBERED 
} AMONG MY ENEMIES. 
STILL, I HAVE 


7 NO QUARREL WITH 
“( YOU. I'M CONTENT TO Bee 
GO MY OWN WAY AND Nim : 
LET YOU GO YOURS, J 5 
loge : 
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CNY, HAH! 
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BUT IT HAVE 
TO AGREE WITH YOU, 
KING COLE. THIS IS 
DISTURBING. 


WHEN THE 
WITCH SHOWED THIS 
TO US, MONTHS AGO, WE 
Z\ JUST ASSUMED SHE WAS 
PLAYING A JOKE AT 
OUR EXPENSE. 


ARA FOUND ME. WHAT'S 
THE BIG EMERGENCY THIS: 
TIME? 


I'VE BEEN NN I WAS 
TO SEE DOCTOR " WONDERING WHY 


N' 

VEN'T FELT WELL 
HESE PAST FEW DAYS-- 
UNABLE TO GE 


goullh, 


——— > —BITCHY 


 liny 
Th 


lO 
SWINEHEART.. THA 
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SHOULD WAIT TO TELL 
{ YOU IN PRIVATE, BUT I CAN'T 
A. KEEP IT ONE SECOND 


ANYWAY, 
MAN OF MY FREQUENT 
DREAMS, DON'T LOOK SO 


, WORRIED. IT'S NOT ANYTHING 
\ BAD. IT TURNS OUT IT'S 


GOOD NEWS. _ 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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~ 4 VOL. I: LEGENDS IN EXILE 
VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 

VOL. 4: MARCH OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 
VOL. 5: THE MEAN SEASONS 

VOL. 6: HOMELANDS 

VOL. 7: ARABIAN NIGHTS (AND DAYS) 
VOL. 8: WOLVES 

VOL. 9: SONS OF EMPIRE 

VOL. 10: THE GOOD PRINCE 

VOL. 11: WAR AND PIECES 

VOL. 12: THE DARK AGES 

VOL. 13: THE GREAT FABLES CROSSOVER 
1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 


FABLES VOL. 3: 
STORYBOOK LOVE 


FABLES VOL. 6: FABLES: 
HOMELANDS 1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 


WINNER OF TWO EISNER AWARDS » 
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RYBOOK LOVE 
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